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© The fuel reforming method for a fuel cell power generation system comprises the steps of feeding the raw 
material gas to a main reformer (1) to reform the raw material gas (CH4) to the fuel gas (FG), feeding the fuel 
gas to the fuel electrode (3) of the fuel cell (I), introducing to a second reformer (5) non-reformed raw material 
gas (CH4) contained in a gas discharged from the fuel electrode (3), and reforming the non-reformed raw 
material gas with hydrogen produced upon a reaction at the fuel electrode (3) of the fuel cell (I) and a sensible 
heat of the gas discharged from the fuel electrode (3). This reduces an amount of non-reformed raw material gas 
in the system and improves a reforming conversion ratio of the system as a whole. 
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The present invention relates to fuel gas reforming method and apparatus for a power generation 
system using a fuel cell which directly converts chemical energy of fuel into electric energy, and particularly 
to reforming method and apparatus which can improve a reforming conversion ratio of the fuel to raise a 
power generation efficiency. 

5 A power generation system using a molten carbonate fuel cell stack is known in the art. Generally, the 
molten carbonate fuel cell stack includes a plurality of cell elements and each cell element includes an 
electrolyte plate (tile), a fuel electrode and a oxygen electrode (air electrode). The electrolyte plate of the 
molten carbonate fuel cell is made from a porous material soaked with a molten carbonate. The fuel and 
oxygen electrodes sandwich the electrolyte plate, and a fuel gas is supplied to the fuel electrode and an 

w oxidizing gas is supplied to the oxygen electrode for power generation. A plurality of cell elements are piled 
up with separators being interposed between each two adjacent cell elements. 

Conventionally, a hydrocarbon such as methane, LPG and naphtha is used as a raw material gas for the 
fuel gas fed to the fuel electrode of the molten carbonate fuel cell power generation system. The 
hydrocarbon is reformed with steam to obtain the fuel gas. In the reforming operation, the steam is mixed 

15 with the raw material gas in the mol ratio of 2-4 : 1 (steam : raw material gas) and the mixture is heated to a 
temperature of 600-900 °C with a reforming catalyst. The mixture contacts the reforming catalyst during the 
reformation. 

On the other hand, preheated air or exhaust gas (the fuel gas is burned and used as a heating source 
for the reformer and a combustion gas is discharged from the reformer as the exhaust gas) is fed to the air 
20 electrode as the oxidizing gas. 

A fundamental operation of a conventional molten carbonate fuel cell is shown in Figure 9 of the 
accompanying drawings. A raw material gas CH* (ChU is used as a representative of the raw material gas 
in the following description.) is reformed to H 2 and CO by a reformer 1 and the fuel gas FG (H2 and CO) 
are supplied to a fuel electrode 4 from the reformer 1. Meantime, an oxidizing gas OG is fed to an oxygen 
25 electrode 3 and a following reaction takes place: 

CO2 + I/2O2 + 2e" — > C0 3 — 

Upon this reaction, a carbonate ion CO3 is produced and the carbonate ion CO3 migrates in the 
30 electrolyte plate 2 to reach the fuel electrode 4. Approximately at the same time, the fuel gas FG is fed to 
the fuel electrode 4 to cause a following reaction: 

C0 3 — + H 2 — > H 2 0 + C0 2 + 2e~ 

35 The gas from the reformer 1 only contributes to the reactions in the molten carbonate fuel cell I and CFU - 
(raw material gas) is not reactive. Therefore, the ratio of CH* in the fuel gas FG supplied to the fuel 
electrode 4 directly influence the power generation efficiency of the fuel cell. More specifically, it is desired 
to reduce the amount of methane remaining after the reforming reaction (remaining raw material gas) as 
small as possible. In other words, it is desired to raise the reforming conversion ratio to 100% as close as 

40 possible. 

During the methane reforming reaction in the reformer 1, various reactions occur simultaneously, but 
actually considering following two major reactions are satisfactory: 

CH + + H 2 0 — > CO + 3H 2 (1) 

45 

CO + H 2 0 — > C0 2 + H 2 (2) 

It is known that the amount of CH* existing after the CH* reforming reaction is reduced as a reaction 
pressure drops and/or a reaction temperature rises. The reforming reaction (1) is an endothermic reaction 
50 and the CO shift reaction (2) is an exothermic reaction, but the reaction in the reformer 1 is an endothermic 
reaction as a whole. Therefore, it is required to heat the reformer 1 . 

In terms of thermal economy, the ratio of steam to CH* (S/C ratio: "FT is used to represent this ratio in 
the following.) should be maintained as low as possible to obtain CFU of desired concentration. In a case 
where the CFU concentration is 10% at the exit of the reformer, a relation between the pressure and the 
55 temperature draws a curve as shown in Figure 11 of the accompanying drawings, with a parameter being R. 

It is understood from Figure 11 that the reforming temperature should be raised to realize a constant 
CH4 concentration if the R is fixed and the reforming pressure is raised. Therefore, generally a high nickel 
alloy (e.g., 25Cr-20Ni) is used as a material for the reformer 1 to bear a high temperature and a high 

2 



BNSOOCID: <EP 0575883A1 J_> 



EP 0 575 883 A1 



pressure. However, the elevated temperature considerably reduces the longevity of the material. Generally, 
950-1,000 °C is considered as a maximum temperature for the material. 

Since the reactions (1) and (2) in the reformer 1 proceed almost simultaneously, they can be combined 
to a following equation (3) for simplification and such an approximation does not affect the principle of the 
5 invention: 

CH* + 2H 2 0 — > C0 2 + 4H 2 (3) 

In the following description, it is supposed that the reaction (3) takes place in the reformer 1. The increase 
w of CO2 upon the reaction in the fuel cell I rather promotes the reforming reaction, and calculation results 
show that the reforming becomes easier if the increase of CO2 is taken in account than not. Therefore, the 
increase of CO2 is neglected in the following description since such neglectedness does not affect the 
effectivity of the invention. 

The power generation efficiency A of the fuel cell power generation system is determined by a product 
75 of the reforming conversion ratio B of the reformer 1 and a power generation factor C of the fuel cell I of 
Figure 9. This can be expressed by a following equation: 

A = B x C 

20 Therefore, it is desired to raise the reforming conversion ratio B as high as possible to raise the power 
generation efficiency of the fuel cell power generation system (total power generation efficiency) A. To raise 
the reforming conversion ratio B, however, the pressure or the temperature should be raised, as mentioned 
earlier. 

On the other hand : raising the system pressure results in raising the power generation factor C of the 

25 fuel cell I, as shown in Figure 12 of the accompanying drawings. However, the reforming conversion ratio B 
drops as the system pressure rises. 

In a case where the reforming temperature is maintained at 780 °C, for example, the reforming 
conversion ratio B drops with the rising pressure, as shown in Figure 13 of the accompanying drawings. As 
a result, the total power generation efficiency A is deteriorated. At the pressure of 8 ata, the reforming 

30 temperature should be 865 °C or more and the value (reforming conversion ratio) of the reforming 
conversion ratio B should be 0.96 (96%) or more to obtain the total power generation efficiency A better 
than a case of 3 ata. To realize the 99% reforming conversion ratio, the reforming temperature should be 
further raised. This raises problems relating to the material and structure of the reformer 1. 

An object of the present invention is to provide re forming method and apparatus for a fuel cell power 

35 generation system which can improve the reforming conversion ratio even at a high pressure or even at a 
reforming temperature below 900 °C. 

In a method according to the present invention, a non-reformed raw material gas remaining in a gas 
discharged from a fuel electrode of a fuel cell (a raw material gas is reformed by a main reformer, but ail 
the raw material gas is not reformed by a reforming reaction in the main reformer. The reformed gas and 

40 non-reformed raw material gas are fed to a fuel electrode of a fuel cell, and gases which contain the non- 
reformed raw material gas are discharged from the fuel electrode.) is reformed in a second reformer with 
steam obtained upon a reaction at the fuel electrode and sensible heat of the gas discharged from the fuel 
electrode. This method reduces an amount of remaining raw material gas. 

A reforming catalyst is placed in a container (second reformer), a gas is introduced to one opening of 

45 the container from an exit of a fuel electrode of a fuel cell such that the gas contacts the reforming catalyst, 
and this gas is discharged from another opening of the container. The container may be shaped like a 
cylinder or a tube, with a plug being provided at one or both of ends of the container for replacement of the 
reforming catalyst. 

The reforming catalyst may be divided into several segments in the container so that a particular 
50 segment can be replaced by new one. In addition, the container may have a double or triple cylinder 
structure. In case of double cylinder structure, the space between the outer and inner cylinders is filled with 
the reforming catalyst. Further, a carbonate absorber may be placed in the vicinity of an entrance of the 
container or a certain place upstream of the reforming catalyst so that the gas from the fuel electrode flows 
through the carbonate absorber and then contacts the reforming catalyst. 
55 Since the gas discharged from the fuel electrode of the fuel cell is further reformed in the second 
reformer, it is possible to reduce the amount of non-reformed raw material gas remaining after the first 
reformation in the upstream main reformer. Accordingly, even if the reforming conversion ratio of the main 
reformer itself is low, the power generation system as a whole can have a higher reforming conversion ratio. 
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Since the reformation of the n on -reformed raw material gas is carried out with the steam produced upon the 
reaction at the fuel electrode and the sensible heat of the discharged gas, the apparatus can have a simple 
structure. 

If a thermal expansion or shrinkage of the container (second reformer) should be taken in account due 
5 to a large temperature difference, the container may be adapted to be able to elongate or shrink in a 
longitudinal direction of the container. The container becomes elongatable if mechanical restrictions are not 
provided in its longitudinal direction. 

A carbonate vapor, which degrades the reforming catalyst, is contained in the gas discharged from the 
fuel electrode. Regarding this, the reforming catalyst is divided into smaller pieces so that it is possible to 
10 pick up and replace the deteriorated piece only. Further, if a double cylinder structure is employed and the 
catalyst is placed in the space between the inner and outer cylinders or in the inner cylinder, the gas from 
the fuel electrode may be forced into the space between the inner and outer cylinders and then into the 
inner cylinder by a 180-degree turn or vice versa for a regenerative heat exchange. In such a case, the 
reforming catalyst or a reforming chamber is heated by the gas just discharged from the fuel electrode so 
15 that the temperature of the reforming chamber can be maintained at a high value. At the same time, the gas 
discharged from the fuel electrode looses the heat and then the gas temperature becomes low. Providing 
the carbonate absorber upstream of the reforming catalyst prevents the deterioration of the reforming 
catalyst. 

Figure 1 shows a system diagram which includes one embodiment of a reformer according to the 
20 present invention; 

Figure 2 shows the reformer of Figure 1 ; 

Figure 3 is a perspective view showing another example of the reformer according to the present 
invention; 

Figure 4 is a view showing still another example of the reformer of the present invention; 
25 Figure 5 is a set of sectional views showing examples of the reformer of regenerative heat 
exchange type, in which Figure 5(a) illustrates a reformer of double cylinder structure, with 
an inner cylinder serving as a reforming chamber, and Figure 5(b) shows a similar reformer 
with a space between inner and outer cylinders serving as the reforming chamber; 
Figure 6 illustrates yet another example of the reformer of the present invention; 
30 Figure 7 shows a modification of the reformer of Figure 6; 

Figure 8 shows another modification of the reformer of Figure 6; 
Figure 9 shows still another modification of the reformer of Figure 6: 
Figure 10 shows part of a conventional power generation system using a fuel cell; 
Figure 11 depicts a relation between reforming temperature and pressure when a methane con- 
35 centration at a reformer exit is 10%; 

Figure 12 depicts a relation between a system pressure and a power generation efficiency of a fuel 
cell; and 

Figure 13 depicts a relation between a pressure and a power generation efficiency and that between 
the pressure and a reforming conversion ratio when the reforming temperature is main- 
40 tamed constant. 

Now, preferred embodiments of the present invention will be described with the accompanying 
drawings. 

Referring first to Figure 1, illustrated is a power generation system using a molten carbonate fuel cell. 
Numerals I and II generally represent a fuel cell stack, but in the following description, these numerals 
45 sometimes represent only one cell element in the fuel cell stack for easier understanding. 

Fundamentally, two fuel cells I and II are connected in series., a main reformer 1 is connected with the 
upstream fuel cell I and a second reformer 5 is provided on a line extending between the two fuel cells I 
and II. 

Like the fuel cell explained in connection with Figure 10, the fuel cell stack I (or II) includes a plurality of 
so fuel cell elements stacked via separators and each fuel cell element includes an electrolyte plate 2, a fuel 
electrode 4 and an oxygen electrode 3. The electrolyte plate 2 is sandwiched by the two electrodes 4 and 
3. 

The main reformer 1 includes a reforming chamber 1a and a combustion chamber 1b. 

The reforming chamber 1a of the main reformer 1 and the fuel electrode 4 of the fuel cell I are 
55 connected with each other by a fuel gas line 10 to feed a fuel gas FG to the fuel electrode 4. An exit of the 
fuel electrode 4 of the upstream fuel cell I and the fuel electrode 4 of the downstream fuel cell II are 
connected with each other by the anode gas line 1 1 . As mentioned above, the second reformer is provided 
on the anode gas line 11. The fuel electrode 4 of the fuel cell II is connected with the combustion chamber 
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1b of the main reformer 1 by an anode exhaust gas line 12. 

An oxidizing gas line 13 is connected to the oxygen electrode 3 of the upstream fuel cell I. An oxidizing 

gas OG is fed to the oxygen electrode 3 of the fuel cell I by the line 13. The oxidising gas OG from the exit 

of the oxygen electrode 3 is supplied to the oxygen electrode 3 of the downstream fuel cell II by a line 14. 
5 A gas from the oxygen electrode 3 (referred to as "cathode exhaust gas") is introduced to the combustion 

chamber 1b of the main reformer 1 by a cathode exhaust gas line 15. A combustion exhaust gas line 16 

extends from the combustion chamber 1b of the main reformer 1. 

Methane CH* (raw material gas) and steam H 2 0 are fed to the reforming chamber 1a of the main 

reformer 1 by a raw material gas line 17, and a reforming reaction is caused by a reforming catalyst placed 
w in the reforming chamber 1a. As a result, a fuel gas FG is produced and supplied to the fuel electrode 4 of 

the upstream fuel cell I. On the other hand, the oxidizing gas OG is fed to the oxygen electrode 3 of the 

upstream fuel cell I for a cell reaction. 

A gas from the fuel electrode 4 (referred to as "anode exhaust gas") of the upstream fuel cell I contains 

not only non-reformed raw material gas but non-reacted methane which is not used for the reaction in the 
75 main reformer 1. The anode exhaust gas undergoes a reforming reaction in the second reformer 5 with a 

sensible heat of the anode exhaust gas. After that, the gas is introduced to the fuel electrode 4 of the 

downstream fuel cell II whereas the oxidizing gas from the oxygen electrode 3 of the upstream fuel cell I is 

fed to the oxygen electrode 3 of the downstream fuel cell II for a cell reaction. 

The anode exhaust gas from the fuel electrode 4 of the downstream fuel cell II still contains a non- 
20 reformed raw material gas. The remaining raw material gas is burned in the combustion chamber 1b with 

oxygen contained in the oxidizing gas fed from the oxygen electrode 3 of the downstream fuel cell II to 

maintain a reforming temperature of the reforming chamber 1a. 

In the foregoing, the non-reformed raw material gas (methane still remaining after the reforming reaction 

in the upstream reformer 1) which is contained in the gas discharged from the fuel electrode 4 of the fuel 
25 cell I (fuel electrode exit gas) is reduced by another reforming reaction in the second reformer 5. Therefore, 

a reforming conversion ratio of a system as a whole is raised. The second reformer 5 only includes a 

reforming chamber. 

Referring to Figure 2, the second reformer 5 connected to the anode gas line 11 (11a and 11b) has a 

cylindrical container 6. The reforming catalyst 7 is placed in the container 6, and a gas entrance 8 is formed 
30 at one end of the container 6 while a gas exit 9 is formed at the other end of the container 6. 

The gas entrance 8 of the second reformer 5 of Figure 2 is connected to the upstream anode gas line 

11a extending from the fuel electrode 4 of the fuel cell I and the gas exit 9 of the same is connected to the 

downstream anode gas line 11b. 

The second reformer 5 is provided to reform the non-reformed raw material gas contained in the gas 
35 which is not reformed by the upstream main reformer 1 and discharged from the fuel electrode 4 of the fuel 

cell I. This reforming reaction is carried out by introducing the anode gas discharged from the fuel electrode 

4 into a catalyst area in the container 6 to cause the contact of the anode gas with the reforming catalyst 7. 

During this contact, the remaining methane contained in the anode gas is reformed with the steam H 2 0 

produced upon the cell reaction at the fuel electrode 4 and the sensible heat of the anode gas. This second 
40 reforming reduces the methane remaining in the gas discharged from the gas exit 9 of the container 6 

thereby improving the .reforming conversion ratio as a whole. 

The second reformer 5 can improve the reforming conversion ratio by performing the secondary 

reforming. In an actual case, however, the reforming conversion ratio cannot be calculated directly from the 

amount of remaining methane. 
45 Specifically, hydrogen H 2 produced in the upstream main reformer 1 is partially consumed in the fuel 

cell I for the power generation on one hand and H 2 0 and CO2 increase on the other hand. In the second 

reformer 5, since the reforming reaction occurs at a high S/C (= R) ratio, the reforming is promoted 

considerably. 

This is equivalent to that the S/C ratio of the gas fed to the main reformer 1 is set to a high value at the 
50 beginning. The higher the S/C ratio is, the easier the reforming reaction takes place. 

Here, the amount of H 2 among the anode gas is converted to the amount of before-the-reformation 
methane, and this value is added to the amount of methane remaining in the anode gas to obtain an 
equivalent methane amount. At the same time, the amount of H 2 0 required for reforming the amount of 
above-mentioned H 2 is calculated and added to the amount of H 2 0 existing in the exhaust gas (gas 
55 discharged from the fuel cell I) to obtain an equivalent steam amount. Then, if the S/C ratio, i.e., an 
equivalent S/C ratio, which is equal to equivalent steam amount/equivalent methane amount, is represented 
by "R" and a ratio of the equivalent methane amount to a supplied methane amount at the main reformer 
entrance is called an equivalent methane ratio and represented by "p", the equivalent methane ratio p can 
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be expressed by a following equation: 
p = 1 -Z 

5 where Z = ur1, n is a reforming conversion ratio of the main reformer 1 and u is a fuel utilization factor in 
the first fuel cell I. Here, the fuel utilization factor is given by a following equation: 

Fuel utilization factor = H 2 consumed in fuel electrode / H 2 fed to fuel electrode 

70 The equivalent methane ratio p is expressed by such a simple equation since the consumption of H 2 during 
the reaction in the fuel cell I produces the same amount of H 2 0 and C0 2 so that the total amount of H 2 and 
H 2 0 in the gas is always constant. 

If the amount of supplied methane is represented by "M", the equivalent methane amount is 
represented by "P", the equivalent steam amount is represented by "Q" and the equivalent S/C ratio is 

15 represented by "FT, the equivalent methane amount "P" can be expressed by a following equation: 

P = (1 - r1)M + (1 - u)r1M 

Since the equivalent methane ratio p is P/M, it can be expressed by: 

20 

p = {(1 - rl)M + (1 - u)rlM} / M 

= (1 - rl) + (1 - u)rl 

25 i - rl + rl url 

= 1 - url 

= 1 - Z 



30 



35 



40 



where Z = url . 

On the other hand, the equivalent steam amount Q can be expressed by: 

Q = 4url + (3 - 2rl) + 4rl(l - u)/2 

= 4url + 3 - 2rl + 2rl - 2rlu 

2url + 3 
= 2Z + 3 



where Z = url. 

Further, if the reforming conversion ratio of the second reformer 5 is represented by ,, r2" and the total 
reforming conversion ratio of the combination of the main and intermediate reformers 1 and 5 is 
45 represented by "rl", the total reforming conversion ratio rt is given by a following equation: 

rt = Z(1 - r2) + r2 

where Z - url. 

50 If the amount of methane remaining after the second reformer 5 is represented by "W", it is given by a 
following equation: 

W = P(1 - r2) 

-\ 

55 Since the total reforming conversion ratio is (1 - remaining methane amount W/supplied methane amount 
M), 

1 - rt = W/M = P(1 - r2)/M. 
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On the other hand, 

P = (1 - rl)M + (1 - u)rlM 
= (1 - Z)M 



Therefore, 

w 



75 



rt = (1 - Z)(l - r2) 
rt = 1 - (1 - Z)(l - r2) 
= Z(l - r2) + r2 



Here, the inventor introduces concept of equivalent methane ratio and equivalent S/C ratio and carried out 
the reformation under conditions shown below. This resulted in a higher reforming conversion ratio as a 
20 whole. 

If a conventional reformer is used as the main reformer 1 shown in Figure 1, the S/C ratio 
(steam/methane ratio supplied to the reformer 1) is 3:1 and the system pressure is 8 ata, the reforming 
conversion ratio is about 95% and the temperature is 850 °C or more. If a higher reforming conversion ratio 
is desired, the reformation should be conducted at a temperature higher than 900 °C. On the other hand, 

25 the present invention can provide a higher reforming conversion ratio at a lower temperature. 

tn an experimental reforming operation in the system of the present invention, the S/C ratio at the 
upstream main reformer 1 was set to 3 and the system pressure was set to 8 ata, like the above case. In 
the experiment: further, the reforming temperature at the main reformer 1 was set to 780 °C, the fuel 
utilization factor of the upstream fuel cell I was set to 80%, the gas temperature at the fuel electrode exit 

30 was set to 680 °C, the equivalent methane ratio at the second reformer 5 was set to 32%, the equivalent 
S/C ratio was set to 13.6 and the reforming temperature was set to 660 °C. The resultant was: the reforming 
conversion ratio at the upstream reformer 1 was 84.6%, that at the downstream reformer 5 was 97% and 
the total reforming conversion ratio was 99%. 

Next, another experiment was conducted under following conditions: the S/C ratio at the upstream 

35 reformer 1 was 3.5, the system pressure was 2.7 ata, the fuel utilization factor of the upstream fuel cell I 
was 70%, the gas temperature at the fuel electrode exit was 680 °C, the equivalent methane ratio at the 
second reformer 5 was 44%, the equivalent S/C ratio was 10.5 and the reforming temperature was 660 °C. 
The resultant was: the reforming conversion ratio at the main reformer 1 was 80%, that of the second 
reformer 5 was 97.5% and the total reforming conversion ratio was 98.9%. 

40 The above examples only show a couple of embodiments of the present invention and do not limit the 
scope of the present invention. 

Figure 3 illustrates a modification of the container 6 of the second reformer 5. Specifically, the container 
6 includes a main body 6a and a lip 6b. The main body 6a is shaped like a cylinder or a tube and filled with 
the reforming catalyst. The lid 6b is provided at one or both ends of the main body 6a (Figure 3 shows a 

45 case where two lids 6b are provided at two ends.) for loading and unloading the reforming catalyst. 

The gas discharged from the fuel electrode 4 of the upstream fuel ceil I contains a carbonate steam 
which damages the reforming catalyst. Therefore, if the gas from the fuel electrode 4 is introduced to the 
container 6 and contacts the reforming catalyst for the reformation (the sensible heat of the gas from the 
fuel electrode 4 is necessary for the reformation in the container 6.), at least part of the reforming catalyst 

50 may be deteriorated. 

Measures for the catalyst deterioration are: (1) to replace the damaged catalyst with new one; and (2) to 
perform the regenerative heat exchange in the container 6 to lower the temperature to about 450 °C thereby 
condensing the carbonate vapor. The condensed carbonate is removed from the gas while maintaining the 
exit temperature of the reformer 5 at a high value. The embodiment of Figure 3 shows the measure (1). The 
55 reforming capability of the reformer 5 may be maintained by periodically exchanging the reforming catalyst. 

Like the embodiment of Figure 2, in the embodiment of Figure 3, the gas from the fuel electrode of the 
upstream fuel cell I is introduced to the reformer 5 from the gas entrance 8 by the upstream anode gas line 
11a and part of its heat is consumed for the reformation in the reformer 5. Then, the cooled gas flows into 
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the anode exhaust gas line 11b from the gas exit 9. Therefore, no combustion takes place in the reformer 5. 
In terms of heat, the reformation occurs with the sensible heat of the gas from the fuel electrode of the 
upstream fuel cell I. This improves the reforming conversion ratio and saves the space for system 
installation. 

5 Figure 4 also shows a modification of the second re former 5, which has a structure similar to that 

shown in Figure 3. In Figure 4, the reforming catalyst 7 is divided into several groups 7a, 7b, 7c and 7d in 
the longitudinal direction of the container main body 6. Therefore, it is possible to replace a particular 
damaged one group and leave the other non-damaged groups. 

Referring to Figure 5(a), illustrated is another embodiment of the present invention which provides the 

70 measure (2). 

Specifically, a double cylinder structure is employed for the container 6 of the second reformer 5. An 
inner cylinder 6c is filled with the reforming catalyst 7 to define a reforming chamber. An outer cylinder 6d 
is provided with a gas entrance 8 at one end. The inner cylinder 6c is provided with a gas exit 9 at one 
other end. The other end (or bottom in the illustration) of the inner cylinder 6c is open so that the exhaust 
75 gas admitted from the gas entrance 8 flows in the outer cylinder 6d and then into the inner cylinder 6c 
(180-degree turn at the bottom in the container 6) to cause the regenerative heat exchange. The 
regenerative heat exchange maintains the reformer exit temperature at a high value. 

Figure 5(b) shows a modification of the reformer 5 shown in Figure 5(a). The space between the inner 
and outer cylinders 6c and 6d is filled with the reforming catalyst 7 to form the reforming chamber. The gas 
20 entrance 8 is formed at the top of the inner cylinder 6c and the gas exit 9 is formed at the top of the outer 
cylinder 6d. The anode exhaust gas admitted from the gas entrance 8 flows in the inner cylinder 6c from 
the top to the bottom and then into the outer cylinder 6d for the regenerative heat exchange. 

Referring to Figure 6, which is similar to Figure 5(a), a carbonate absorber 10 of ring shape is placed 
between the inner and outer cylinders 6c and 6d in the bottom area of the container 6. The carbonate 
25 absorber 10 is a felt made from ceramic. A lid 6b is detachably mounted on the bottom of the outer cylinder 
6d. 

The gas of about 700 °C enters the space between the inner and outer cylinders 6c and 6d from the 
gas entrance 8 and proceeds to the carbonate absorber 10 placed at the bottom of the cylindrical space. 
The carbonate vapor contained in the gas contacts the carbonate absorber 10 and is cooled below 500 °C. 

30 This cooling condenses the carbonate vapor and the carbonate is removed from the gas. The gas which 
does not include the carbonate vapor is then introduced to the inner cylinder 6c (or reforming chamber) and 
flows toward the gas exit 9 while contacting the reforming catalyst 7. Meantime, the gas flowing upward in 
the inner cylinder 6c heats the gas flowing downward in the cylindrical space between the inner and outer 
cylinders 6c and 6d so that a heat exchange occurs. As a result, the gas in the inner cylinder 6c receives 

35 the heat. In the inner cylinder 6c, accordingly, the reformation is caused at a temperature of about 600-700 
°C and the sensible heat of the gas flowing in the cylindrical space is used as the heat source in this 
reformation. The inner cylinder 6c may elongate or shrink due to the temperature difference during the 
reforming reaction. To prevent a trouble relating to this elongation or shrinkage, the bottom of the inner 
cylinder 6c is free to move. 

40 Figure 7 depicts a modification of the reformer 5 of Figure 6 which is similar to Figure 5(b). The 
reforming catalyst 7 is placed between the cylindrical space between the two cylinders 6c and 6d to form 
the reforming chamber, the carbonate absorber 10 is provided at the bottom of the container 6, the gas 
entrance 8 is formed at the top of the inner cylinder 6c and the gas exit 9 is formed at the top of the outer 
cylinder 6d. 

45 In this embodiment, it is possible to remove the carbonate vapor like Figure 6 and improve the 

remaining methane reforming efficiency. 

Referring to Figure 8, illustrated is still another embodiment of the present invention which is similar to 
Figure 6. As compared with Figure 6, a center pipe 6e coaxially extends in the inner cylinder 6c. The top of 
the center pipe 6e is open and free while the bottom is supported by a lid 6b. The space between the 
50 center pipe 6e and the inner pipe 6c is filled with the reforming catalyst 7 to define the reforming chamber. 
The top of the center pipe 6e communicates with the top of the inner cylinder 6c so that the gas which has 
flowed through the reforming chamber can enter the center pipe 6e. As illustrated, the gas in the center 
pipe 6e flows in the opposite direction as the gas in the inner cylinder 6c. 

In Figure 8, the lid 6b is provided at the bottom of the outer cylinder 6d for the loading and unloading of 
55 the reforming catalyst 7. 

In this embodiment, if the hot gas (e.g., 680 °C) is admitted to the space between the outer and inner 
cylinders 6d and 6c from the gas entrance 8, it flows downward and passes through the carbonate absorber 
10. The gas is cooled to 470 °C or less at the carbonate absorber 10 and the carbonate vapor among the 
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gas is condensed. The gas from which the carbonate vapor has been removed now flows upward toward 
the top of the inner cylinder 6c while contacting the reforming catalyst 7. During this upward movement, the 
gas in the inner cylinder 6c is heated by the gas flowing in the outer cylinder 6d. This heating contributes to 
the reforming reaction in the inner cylinder 6d and the methane remaining in the gas is reduced by the 
5 reforming reaction in the inner cylinder 6c. Then, the gas flows into the center pipe 6e from the inner 
cylinder 6c at a temperature of about 660 °C. The sensible heat of the gas in the center pipe 6e is given to 
the reforming chamber so that the gas temperature drops to about 500 °C at the center pipe exit 9. 

The inner cylinder 6c and the center pipe 6e may shrink respectively due to the temperature difference 
during the reforming reaction, but one end of the center pipe 6e and that of the inner cylinder 6c are free to 

10 move so that troubles can be avoided. 

Figure 9 shows a modification of Figure 8. Specifically, the gas entrance 8 and the gas exit 9 are 
reversed in this embodiment. 

The gas from the fuel electrode 4 of the upstream fuel cell I enters the center pipe 6e from the entrance 
8 and passes through the carbonate absorber 10 placed in the center pipe 6e. The gas is cooled to 470 °C 

75 or less by the carbonate absorber 10 so that the carbonate vapor in the gas is condensed. Then, the gas 
free from the carbonate vapor proceeds into the space between the center pipe 6e and the inner cylinder 
6c and contacts the reforming catalyst 7 to be reformed. During the reformation, the gas in the space 
between the center pipe and the inner cylinder 6c is given heat from the gas flowing in the center pipe 6e. 
The gas which has passed through the space between the center pipe and the inner cylinder 6c contains a 

20 reduced amount of methane and has a temperature of about 660 °C. Then, the gas flows into the space 
between the outer and inner cylinders 6d and 6c. Duhng the downward flow, the sensible heat of the gas in 
the space between the inner and outer cylinders is transferred to the reforming chamber (space between 
the center pipe and the inner cylinder) and the temperature of the gas drops to about 500 ° at the exit 9. 
The foregoing description deals with cases where the second reformer 5 is used for a molten carbonate 

25 fuel cell power generation system, but the teaching of the present invention may be applied to other types 
of fuel cell which produces H 2 0 in the fuel cell reaction at the fuel electrode (e.g., solid electrolyte fuel cell). 
In addition, only one reformer 5 is provided in the embodiments, but another or more reformers 5 may be 
provided downstream of the first second reformer 5 or the fuel cell II. Further, the second reformer 5 may 
be placed upside down or laid. 

30 Moreover, the second fuel cell I may be replaced by a hydrogen consuming device such as a methanol 

composing device. It should be noted that this also falls in the scope of the present invention. 

The second reformer 5 of the present invention is characterized by the use of the sensible heat of the 
anode exhaust gas itself. However, a certain amount of heat may be supplied from outside and such a case 
also falls in the scope of the present invention. Various methods are available to supply the heat. 

35 According to the present invention, the non-reformed raw material gas contained in the gas discharged 

from the fuel electrode 4 of the first fuel cell I is further reformed in the second reformer 5 with the steam 
produced upon the reaction at the fuel electrode 4 and the sensible heat of the gas discharged from the fuel 
electrode 4 so that the amount of remaining raw material gas is reduced and the total reforming conversion 
ratio is improved. As a result, a high reforming conversion ratio is realized without raising the reforming 

40 temperature of the main reformer 1 even if the system pressure is high. Further, the second reformer has a 
simple structure, i.e., it includes a container having a reforming chamber filed with a reforming catalyst. The 
loading and unloading of the reforming catalyst is easy since the second reformer has a lid. The reforming 
catalyst is divided into several blocks (e.g., 3-5 blocks) so that only damaged block can be replaced. 
Further, the carbonate absorber 10 is provided in the double-cylinder second reformer 5 so that the gas 

45 from which the carbonate vapor is removed is reformed in the second reformer 5 and the reforming catalyst 
is not damaged by the carbonate vapor. Moreover, the reforming temperature is maintained at approxi- 
mately the same value as the temperature of the gas discharged from the fuel electrode of the fuel cell. 

Claims 

50 

1. A reforming method for a fuel cell power generation system in which a raw material gas is reformed 
with steam to a fuel gas and the fuel gas is fed to a fuel electrode of a fuel cell (I) for power generation, 
comprising the steps of: 

(A) feeding the raw material gas to a main reformer (1) to reform the raw material gas to the fuel gas 
55 (FG), and feeding the fuel gas to the fuel electrode (3) of the fuel cell (I); and 

(B) introducing to a second reformer (5) non-reformed raw material gas contained in a gas 
discharged from the fuel electrode (3), and reforming the non-reformed raw material gas with 
hydrogen produced upon a reaction at the fuel electrode of the fuel cell and a sensible heat of the 
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gas discharged from the fuel electrode (3), thereby reducing an amount of non-reformed raw 
material gas. 

2. The method of claim 1, characterized in that the raw material gas is hydrocarbon such as methane. 

5 

3. The method of claim 1 or 2, characterized in that the method further includes the step of condensing a 
carbonate vapor contained in the gas discharged from the fuel electrode (3) by the second reformer (5) 
to remove the carbonate vapor from the gas. 

70 4. The method of claim 2 or 3, characterized in that the non-reformed raw material gas and the steam are 
reformed upon contact with a reforming catalyst (7) placed in the second reformer (5), and the gas 
discharged from the fuel electrode (3) is heat-exchanged with the gas reformed in the second reformer 
(5). 

75 5. The method of claim 1, 2, 3 or 4, characterized in that the method further includes the step of feeding 
to a hydrogen device (II) the gas discharged from the second reformer. 

6. The method of claim 5, characterized in that the hydrogen device is another fuel cell (II) of which fuel 
electrode (3) is connected with the second reformer (5). 

20 

7. A reformer arrangement for a fuel cell power generation system in which a raw material gas is reformed 
with steam to a fuel gas (FG) and the fuel gas is fed to a fuel electrode (3) of a fuel cell (I) for power 
generation, comprising: 

a main reformer (1) for reforming the raw material gas to the fuel gas; 
25 a fuel cell (I) for receiving the fuel gas to cause the power generation and to produce steam; and 

a second reformer (5) for reforming with the steam non-reformed raw material gas discharged from the 
fuel electrode (3). 

8. The arrangement of claim 7, characterized in that a reforming catalyst (7) is placed in the second 
ao reformer (5), the gas discharged from the fuel electrode (3) is introduced in the second reformer (5) to 

contact the reforming catalyst (7) and the reformation in the second reformer (5) takes place with a 
sensible heat of the gas discharged from the fuel electrode (3). 

9. The arrangement of claim 7 or 8, characterized in that an exit (9) of the second reformer (5) is 
35 connected with an anode (3) of another fuel cell (II). 

10. The arrangement of claim 7, 8 or 9, characterized in that the second reformer (5) includes a cylindrical 
or tubular main body (6), an entrance (8) for the gas discharged from the fuel electrode (3) is formed at 
one end of the main body, an exit (9) for the gas is formed at the other end of the main body, the 

40 reforming catalyst (7) is placed in a space between the gas entrance and exit (8, 9), and a lid (6b) is 

provided at one or both ends of the main body (6) for loading and unloading of the reforming catalyst 
(7). 

11. The arrangement of claim 7. 8, 9 or 10, characterized in that the reforming catalyst ( 7)is divided into 
45 several blocks in the main body (6) of the second reformer (5) so that a block which is damaged by a 

carbonate is replaceable by new one. 

12. The arrangement of claim 7, characterized in that the second reformer (5) has a double-cylinder 
structure, the reforming catalyst (7) is placed in an inner cylinder (6c) or a space between the inner and 

so outer cylinders (6c, 6d), the inner cylinder (6c) or the space which does not carry the reforming catalyst 

(7) is as a passage for discharging the gas from the second reformer, and one end of the inner cylinder 
is communicated with one end of the outer cylinder so that the gas flows into the inner cylinder (6c) or 
the space carrying the reforming catalyst (7) and then the space or the inner cylinder not carrying the 
catalyst (7), before it exits from the second reformer (5). 

55 

13. The arrangement of claim 7 or 12, characterized in that an absorber (10) for absorbing a carbonate 
vapor contained in the gas discharged form the fuel electrode (3) is placed at an inner-outer cylinder 
(6c, 6d) connection area in the second reformer (5). 
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14. The arrangement of claim 7, characterized in that the second reformer (5) comprises a container (6) 
and the container (6) includes an outer cylinder (6d).. an inner cylinder (6c) extending in the outer 
cylinder and a center pipe (6e) extending in the inner cylinder, one end of the inner cylinder (6c) is 
communicated with one end of the outer cylinder (6d) on one Side of the container and the other end of 

5 the inner cylinder (6c) is communicated with one end of the center pipe (6e) on the other side of the 

container to define a passage through the outer cylinder, the inner cylinder (6c) and the center pipe 
(6e), the passage includes a first gas passage formed between the outer and inner cylinders for 
introducing the gas discharged from the fuel electrode (3) into the container (6), a second gas passage 
formed between the inner cylinder and the center pipe for holding the reforming catalyst (7) and a third 

w gas passage formed in the center pipe (6e) for discharging the gas from the container (6). 

15. The arrangement of claim 14, characterized in that the arrangement further includes an absorber for 
absorbing a carbonate vapor contained in the gas discharged from the fuel electrode, the absorber 
being placed in an inner and outer cylinder connection area in the container. 

75 

16. The arrangement of claim 14 or 15, characterized in that the arrangement further includes a lid (6b) at 
one or both ends of the inner and/or outer cylinder (6c, 6d) for loading and unloading of the reforming 
catalyst (7). 

20 17. The arrangement of claim 7, characterized in that the second reformer (5) comprises a container (6) 
and the container (6) includes an outer cylinder (6d) : an inner cylinder (6c) extending in the outer 
cylinder and a center pipe (6e) extending in the inner cylinder (6c), one end of the inner cylinder (6c) is 
communicated with one end of the outer cylinder (6d) on one side of the container (6) and the other 
end of the inner cylinder (6c) is communicated with one end of the center pipe (6e) on the other side of 

25 the container (6) to define a passage through the outer cylinder (6d), the inner cylinder (6c) and the 

center pipe (6e), the passage \nc\udes a first gas passage formed in the center pipe for introducing the 
gas discharged from the fuel electrode (3) into the container, a second gas passage formed between 
the inner cylinder and the center pipe for holding the reforming catalyst and a third gas passage 
formed between the inner and outer cylinders (6c, 6d) for discharging the gas from the container (6). 

30 

18. The arrangement of claim 17, characterized in that the arrangement further includes an absorber (10) 
for absorbing a carbonate vapor contained in the gas discharged from the fuel electrode (3), the 
absorber being placed in the center pipe (6e) at its exit. 

35 19. The reformer of claim 17 or 18, characterized in that the arrangement further includes a lid (6b) at one 
or both ends of the inner and/or outer cylinder for loading and unloading of the reforming catalyst (7). 
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